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OFFICE HOURS:  
Prof. Hallett



MWF—by appt. only 10:00am to 2:00pm


TR—12:00am to 3:00pm

Prof. Bowman

MTWR 11:00 am to noon
 by appointment MTWR 11:00am to 5:00pm
COURSE HOURS: T, 3:30 pm to 4:30 pm 205 Goolsby 
REQUIRED PURCHASES: None. Course readings and reading packets will be distributed during the semester. Note that you are responsible for printing off all digital files for class. 
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The professed mission of Young Harris College is to “Educate, Empower, and Inspire.” 

This course is designed to Educate students on the nature of virtual identity, and educate them on the many variables that play a role in both the creation and interpretation of virtual identities. 
This course is designed to Empower students to take command of their virtual identities so that they can function properly as denizens of cyberspace.   

This course is designed to Inspire students to explore issues of self and of society in cyberspace and to feel safe and educated in these pursuits. 
By the end of the semester, successful students will have a solid foundational understanding of the psychological, sociological, and communication-based aspects of their virtual identity. Successful students should be able to:

· provide an informed and educated analysis of their virtual identities
· understand the influence of different technologies on the communication process

· be familiar with issues of presence and presentation in virtual environments

· understand issues of ethics and credibility in cyberspace

· understand the influence of one’s ‘second life’ on their ‘first (real) life’
SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS:

This course will require students to write five essays based on topics discussed in class, as well as write a final paper incorporating themes from each of the five essays. The essay topics are included below; each of the five essays should be no more than three pages maximum, and is worth 50 points toward your final grade (250 points total):
Essay 1: Answer the question: “Where are you in cyberspace, and how are you communicating with us?”
Essay 2: Answer the question: “How present are you in cyberspace, and how do you present yourself in CMC? Compare and contrast this with FtF interaction in RL.”  
Essay 3: Answer the question: “What different communities do you belong to in cyberspace, and how do you adapt your CMC style when communicating with each one?”
Essay 4: Answer the question: “How do you establish credibility in your online communities?”
Essay 5: Answer the question: ““How might your online representation(s) influence others, for good or for bad?”
The course will also require a final paper (6-8 pages maximum, inclusive, 150 points) in which students will incorporate themes from each of the five essays to give an in-depth analysis of their virtual identities. More details about this paper as well as the specific essays – including grading rubrics and paper expectations – will be provided during class. 

Extra Credit Assignment Opportunities include:
Research Participation --- At times during the semester, there may be opportunities for you to participate in research sponsored by Young Harris College or other colleges or universities in which your instructor(s) have an affiliation. These opportunities may include participation in laboratory research, on-line and/or paper-and-pencil surveys, and other activities. The nature and assessed extra credit point value of each research study will be discussed in class, when and if these opportunities become available. Participation in research can be worth up to 50 extra credit points. 
Giles lecture --- On October 27 (Tuesday) at 7pm in Wilson Lecture Hall, Dr. Howie Giles will be on campus to share his insights about communication between citizens and police. Attendance at this lecture is HIGHLY recommended, and will be well worth your time. If you choose to attend, you may submit a one to two page analysis describing how information from Dr. Giles’ talk can be applied to our discussions of CMC vs. RL encounters.
GRADING:
	Assignment
	Total Points Possible
	Total Points Earned

	Essay 1 (3 pages MAX) 
	50
	

	Essay 2
	50
	

	Essay  3
	50
	

	Essay 4
	50
	

	Essay 5
	50
	

	Final Paper (6-8, inclusive) 
	150
	

	Grand Total
	400
	


At any time you can and should determine your current letter grade by calculating the percentage of points you have earned from the possible points available for each graded assignment. Also, do not throw away any graded assignments that I hand back to you; keep these just in case we need to re-evaluate something. 
GRADING SCALE:
	Point Range
	Letter Grade

	368-400
	A

	320-467
	B

	280-319
	C

	240-279
	D

	239 and below
	F


Note: It is our policy not to ‘round up’ grades in situations where a student is within ‘x’ number of points to the next-highest grade. All point totals are considered final as of December 10, 2009. However, students are welcome to inquire about point totals for any given project up to seven (7) days after a grade is received; the Instructor Evaluation grade can be challenged at any time during office hours. 
COURSE POLICIES:
Participation/Professionalism
1 Turn off any electronic devices before you come to class. 
2 In order for this course to be a successful learning experience for you, active and committed participation is critical; attendance is mandatory. If you are going to be absent from a class session, please notify us via e-mail at least one hour before the scheduled start of class. There are no excused absences or tardys in this course.* 
*Absences are evaluated on a case-by-case basis during office hours. The tardy penalty is waived for instances in which the professor is also tardy to class. 

3 It is your responsibility to locate and complete assignments prior to the next class period (or due date) in order to receive full credit for the assignment. No make-up assignments are allowed in this course.*
*Extenuating circumstances will be considered.
Scholarship and Collegiality
1 Academic honesty is the cornerstone of a higher education. All work in this class is subject to the Honor Code that each of you signed.  Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s ideas, words or organization – intentionally or unintentionally – without giving them due credit.  Any student identified plagiarizing material will be prosecuted under Young Harris College’s Honor Code.  To avoid any appearance of ethical misconduct, intentional or otherwise, use citations in all work.  In your speeches, you must orally cite sources and clearly distinguish your ideas and works from others’.

2 A high level of scholarship is expected in both written work and spoken presentations.  Specifically, you are expected to actively strive to develop sound syntax, grammar and enunciation.  All assignments are to be typed and double-spaced in compliance with APA guidelines unless otherwise stated, and assignments are expected to be written with a level of comprehension and sophistication commensurate to your educational level.
 Tentative Course Calendar (updated as of 08.04.09)

	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	Tuesday, August 18th

	Introduction to class

What do we mean when we say ‘virtual identity’? 
· CMC defined

· FtF defined

· RL defined 

· Cyberspace defined 

	

	Tuesday, August 25th

	Types of Online Representations I
· Cue-Lean Media
	

	Tuesday, September 1st

	Types of Online Representations II
· Cue-Heavy Media

Expectations for Essay 1


	Essay Assignment

· Essay 1: “Where are you in cyberspace, and how are you communicating with us?” 

Reading Assignment
· Presence reading packet

	Tuesday, September 8th

	Presence and Presentation I

· ‘Presence’ defined  


	Essay 1 DUE

	Tuesday, September 15th

	Presence and Presentation I
· How ‘present’ are you in cyberspace? 
	Reading Assignment

· Presentation reading packet



	Tuesday, September 22nd

	Presence and Presentation II

· ‘Presentation’ defined
	

	Tuesday, September 29th

	Presence and Presentation II

· How do you present yourself when you are in cyberspace? 
Expectations for Essay 2
	Essay Assignment

· Essay 2: “How present are you in cyberspace, and yow to present yourself in CMC? Compare and contrast this with FtF interaction in RL.”  
Reading Assignment 
· Meyrowitz
· McLuhan primer

	Tuesday, October 6th

	The Medium is the Message

· McLuhan primer

· Meyrowitz
· Think: How does technology influence the method of communication? 
	Essay 2 DUE
Reading Assignment

· Online Communities Packet

	Tuesday, October 13th

	Community in the online world

· Lecture on Online Communities reading packet
Expectations for Essay 3


	Essay Assignment

· Essay 3: “What different communities do you belong to in cyberspace, and how do you adapt your CMC style when communicating with each one?” 

Reading Assignment

· Interpersonal COM reading packet

	Tuesday, October 20th

	Credibility I (Interpersonal COM) 

· Interpersonal COM reading packet
	Essay 3 DUE
Reading Assignment

· Source Credibility reading packet

	Tuesday, October 27th

	Credibility II (Source)

· Source Credibility reading packet

	Essay Assignment

· Essay 4: “How do you establish credibility in your online communities?” 
Reading Assignment
· Megan Meier reading packet
· Van Gelder, “Strange Case of the Electronic Lover”

	Tuesday, November 3rd

	Ethics 

· Megan Meier case
· Van Gelder reading
	Reading Assignment
· Ethics in CMC reading packet

	Tuesday, November 10th

	Ethics 

· Ethics in CMC reading packet
	Essay Assignment

· Essay 5: “How might your online representation(s) influence others, for good or for bad?” 
Reading Assignment

· “Does CMC affect FtF?” reading packet

	Tuesday, November 17th

	CMC ( FtF

· “Does CMC affect FtF?” reading packet
	Reading Assignment
· Special Topics in CMC

	Tuesday, November 24th
	Special Topics 

Expectations for Final Paper assignment
	Final Paper Assignment

	Tuesday, December 1st
	“Wrap – it –up!”


	Thursday December 10

2-4:30pm

	FINAL EXAM
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