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 Fall 2009 

 COMMUNICATION STUDIES
 DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES
 YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE

 YOUNG HARRIS, GA 30582

INSTRUCTOR: 
Nicholas David Bowman 




102C Goolsby Hall



ndbowman@yhc.edu



x5215
OFFICE HOURS:  
MTWTh 11:00 am to noon
 by appointment MTWTh 11:00am to 5:00pm
COURSE HOURS: TTh 9:30 am to 10:45am, 201 Goolsby 

REQUIRED PURCHASES: 
· Dominick, J. R. (2009). The dynamics of mass communication (10th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill. 

RECOMMENDED PURCHASES:
· Postman, N. (1985). Amusing ourselves to death. New York: Penguin
· Laptop or portable computer

COURSE WEB SITE: http://nbowman.pageout.net*

*you must register to use the course Web page through PageOut; the password is: GoGreen!
COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: An introduction to the technological and cultural history of media, including books, radio, television, film and multimedia applications. The course will focus on mass media technologies and their effects, as well as the transformation of and influences between media. The aim is to encourage students to analyze media critically, consider their current mediascape, and offer historical perspective of the development and interrelationships between media.
COURSE OBJECTIVES:

The professed mission of Young Harris College is to “Educate, Empower, and Inspire.” Thus, the nature of this course is to foster in each student an appreciation of media studies so that they might garner a greater understanding of the mass media. The course specifically targets each of the three components of the YHC mission statement in the following fashion: 

This course is designed to Educate students on the history of mass media, the structure of today’s mass media, and the continual influence of mass media on society as well as the individual. 
This course is designed to Empower students to think critically about the mass media, and to responsibly use the mass media as a vehicle for which to powerfully and effectively communicate with society at large.  

This course is designed to Inspire students to realize the power mass communications, and to encourage students to take more seriously issues of content, production and ownership related to the mass media.  

By the end of the semester, successful students will have a solid understanding of the foundations of five different areas of mass media; namely: 
· The History of Mass Communication

· The Mary Forms of Mass Communication

· Professions within Mass Media

· Media Law and Policy

· Media Uses and Effects
SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. You will complete five exams to demonstrate your comprehension of new language and principles presented in text resources and lectures/discussions. Study guides will be distributed before each exam. The fifth exam will be taken during the final exam period. Each exam is worth 100 points toward your final grade (500 points total).
2. Topic Relevance Assignments ---You will be responsible for five assignments during the semester, each corresponding to the five different sections of this class. Detailed instructions and support for each speech assignment are available on the PageOut system. Each of these assignments is worth 50 points (250 points total). 
Cave Painting --- Students will be asked to make a cave painting that represents something about their life experience that they would want to communicate to their peers and society at large. The ‘painting’ (it does not have to be painted, specifically) should fit on a standard 8.5 x 11 sheet of paper, and must be accompanied with a two to three (2-3) page explanation of the piece. 
Media Profile --- Students will be asked to write a five to seven (5-to-7) page paper on their choice of newspaper, magazine, book, radio program, musical or sound recording, movie, television show, internet page, or video game. This paper will discuss the history of the text, the business and organizational structure of the producers of the text, and a short discussion of the content of the text. 
News/PR/Advertisement --- Students will be asked to produce a news story, public relations piece (such as a press release), pertaining to a local event. This project should follow strict AP formatting and editing guidelines for any written portion. 
Policy Position Paper --- Students will be asked to formulate a four to six (4-6) page position paper on a topic of relevance to media law and policy. Project should be well-researched and contain several citations and supporting evidence/arguments. Papers that are written strictly as opinion pieces will not be graded!
Media Effects Paper --- Students will be asked to write a short paper, four to six (4-6) pages, that reviews one of the theories of media effects discussed in class. This paper should briefly review the theory (with applicable citations) and offer a critical analysis of the theory in action. Bonus consideration will be given to students who are able to discuss applications of the theory. 
3. Media Usage Journal --- Students will be asked to track their daily media usage for a one-month period toward the end of the semester. Although information from this project can be used to supplement other projects in the class – such as the Media Effects Paper or Free-Topic Essay – this assignment is separate. This project is worth 50 points toward your final grade. 
4. Free-Topic Essay --- Students will write a six to eight (6-8) page essay, inclusive, highlighting one of the five main content areas of this course of particular interest to the student. This paper will be worth 100 points toward your final grade. 
5. Instructor Evaluation --- Success in the academy requires not only that you attend class on a regular basis, but that you participate early and often when you are in attendance. I will periodically assess each student’s participation in this course throughout the semester; this includes attendance and tardiness, participation in course discussions, unique contributions to the classroom, and overall eagerness and dedication to learn course material. At the end of the semester, I will assign an overall grade to each student based on these criteria. Students are encouraged to check in early and often with their professor to discuss this evaluation. More precise criteria will be presented at a later time. This grade will be based on a 100-point scale. 
Extra Credit Assignment Opportunities include:
Research Participation --- At times during the semester, there may be opportunities for you to participate in research sponsored by Young Harris College or other colleges or universities in which your instructor(s) have an affiliation. These opportunities may include participation in laboratory research, on-line and/or paper-and-pencil surveys, and other activities. The nature and assessed extra credit point value of each research study will be discussed in class, when and if these opportunities become available. Participation in research can be worth up to 50 extra credit points. 
Research Proposal --- Students have the option of writing up a research proposal [two to three (2-3) pages in length] that outlines a plausible and logical opportunity for media research. This paper can propose either a critical/cultural or empirical study. Proposals can be worth up to 50 extra credit points. 
GRADING:
	Assignment
	Total Points Possible
	Total Points Earned

	Exam 1
	100
	

	Exam 2
	100
	

	Exam 3
	100
	

	Exam 4
	100
	

	Exam 5
	100
	

	Cave Painting 
	50
	

	Media Profile
	50
	

	News/PR/Advertisement
	50
	

	Policy Position Paper
	50
	

	Media Effects Paper
	50
	

	Media Journal
	50
	

	Free-Topic Essay
	100
	

	Instructor Evaluation
	100
	

	Grand Total
	1000
	


At any time you can and should determine your current letter grade by calculating the percentage of points you have earned from the possible points available for each graded assignment. Also, do not throw away any graded assignments that I hand back to you; keep these just in case we need to re-evaluate something. 
GRADING SCALE:
	Point Range
	Letter Grade

	920 -1000
	A

	800-919
	B

	700-799
	C

	600-699
	D

	0-599
	F


Note: It is my policy not to ‘round up’ grades in situations where a student is within ‘x’ number of points to the next-highest grade. All point totals are considered final as of December 10, 2009. However, students are welcome to inquire about point totals for any given project up to seven (7) days after a grade is received; the Instructor Evaluation grade can be challenged at any time during office hours. 
COURSE POLICIES:
Participation/Professionalism
1 Turn off any electronic devices before you come to class. Please? 
2 In order for this course to be a successful learning experience for you, active and committed participation is critical; attendance is mandatory. If you are going to be absent from a class session, please notify me via e-mail (ndbowman@yhc.edu) at least one hour before the scheduled start of class. There are no excused absences or tardys in my courses, and excessive absences and/or tardiness will result in a negative Instructor Evaluation.* 
*Absences are evaluated on a case-by-case basis during office hours. The tardy penalty is waived for instances in which the professor is also tardy to class. 
3 It is your responsibility to locate and complete assignments prior to the next class period (or due date) in order to receive full credit for the assignment. No make-up speeches or exams are allowed.* 
*Extenuating circumstances will be considered.
Scholarship and Collegiality
1 Academic honesty is the cornerstone of a higher education. All work in this class is subject to the Honor Code that each of you signed.  Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s ideas, words or organization – intentionally or unintentionally – without giving them due credit.  Any student identified plagiarizing material will be prosecuted under Young Harris College’s Honor Code.  To avoid any appearance of ethical misconduct, intentional or otherwise, use citations in all work.  In your speeches, you must orally cite sources and clearly distinguish your ideas and works from others’.

2 A high level of scholarship is expected in both written work and spoken presentations.  Specifically, you are expected to actively strive to develop sound syntax, grammar and enunciation.  All assignments are to be typed and double-spaced in compliance with APA guidelines unless otherwise stated, and assignments are expected to be written with a level of comprehension and sophistication commensurate to your educational level.
3 By its very nature, this course makes students particularly vulnerable, as you will be frequently asked to ‘stand and deliver’ on any number of topics and issues.  Thus, to alleviate anxiety we must work collectively to make the classroom a friendly, safe, and non-threatening environment.  Students are expected to be attentive and responsive to each other, but also open to (what might be at times harsh) criticism. We will all demand excellence, but not perfection, from one another. Each of you is here to develop speaking abilities and critical thought; we will work on this together.
Tentative Course Calendar (updated as of 08.04.09)
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	Tuesday, August 18th

	Lecture
· Syllabus
	Readings
· Syllabus

	Thursday, August 20th
	Lecture
· Dominick, Ch. 1, 2


	Readings
· Dominick, Ch. 1, 2


	Tuesday, August 25th


	Lecture
· Dominick, Ch. 3

· Schramm, on PageOut


	Readings
· Dominick, Ch. 3

· Schramm, on PageOut

Cave Painting ASSIGNED



	Thursday, August 27th
	Lecture

· Exam 1 Review
	Cave Painting DUE

Exam 1 Review

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 1-3, Schramm



	Tuesday, September 1st

	Exam 1

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 1-3, Schramm

Classroom assessment activity
	Exam 1

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 1-3, Schramm

Classroom assessment activity

	Thursday, September 3rd
	*wiggle room*
	*wiggle room*

	Tuesday, September 8th

	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 4, 5
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 4, 5

	Thursday, September 10th

	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 6, 7
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 6, 7

	Tuesday, September 15th

	Lecture
· Dominick, Ch. 8-10
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 8-10

	Thursday, September 17th
	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 11, 12

· Video Games reader (on PageOut)
· Media Profile assignment expectations
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 11, 12

· Video Games reader (on PageOut)
Media Profile ASSIGNED

	Tuesday, September 22nd

	Lecture
· Exam 2 Review
	Media Profile DUE
Exam 2 Review

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 4-12, Video Games reader

	Thursday, September 24th

	Exam 2 

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 4-12, Video Games reader
Classroom assessment activity
	Exam 2

Covers Dominick, Ch. 4-12, Video Games reader
Classroom assessment activity

	Tuesday, September 29th

	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 13
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 13

	Thursday, October 1st

	Guest Lecture – Newspaper Professional (TBA)
Lecture

· News/PR/Advertisement assignment expectations
	Guest Lecture – Newspaper Professional (TBA) 
News/PR/Advertisement ASSIGNED

	Tuesday, October 6th

	Lecture
· Dominick, Ch. 14, 15

· News/PR/Advertisement assignment expectations


	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 14, 15



	Thursday, October 8th

	Lecture

· Exam 3 Review
	News/PR/Advertisement DUE

Exam 3 Review

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 13-15

	Tuesday, October 13th

	Exam 3

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 13-15
	Exam 3

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 13-15

	Thursday, October 15th
	*wiggle room*
	*wiggle room*

	Tuesday, October 20st

	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 16

· Public Interest reading (on PageOut)
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 16

· Public Interest reading (on PageOut)

	Thursday, October 22nd
	Lecture

· Dominick, Ch. 17

· Bugeja (on PageOut) 
· Policy Position Paper assignment expectations
	Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 17

· Bugeja (on PageOut) 
Policy Position Paper ASSIGNED

	Tuesday, October 27th

	Readings

· Anderson et al. (on PageOut)

· Sherry & Bowman (on PageOut)

	Readings
· Anderson et al. (on PageOut)

· Sherry & Bowman (on PageOut)



	Thursday, October 29th
	Lecture
· Exam 4 Review
	Policy Position Paper DUE
Exam 4 Review

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 16, 17; Public Interest reading; Bugeja; Anderson et al.; Sherry & Bowman



	Tuesday, November 3rd

	Exam 4
· Covers Dominick, Ch. 16, 17; Public Interest reading; Bugeja; Anderson et al.; Sherry & Bowman
	Exam 4 

· Covers Dominick, Ch. 16, 17; Public Interest reading; Bugeja; Anderson et al.; Sherry & Bowman

	Thursday, November 5th
	*wiggle room*
	*wiggle room*

	Tuesday, November 10th

	Lecture
· Dominick, Ch. 18

· Media Convergence (on PageOut)

· Media Journal assignment expectations
	Media Journal ASSIGNED
Readings

· Dominick, Ch. 18; Media Convergence (on PageOut)

	Thursday, November 12th

	NCA Chicago – No Class

	Tuesday, November 17th

	Lecture

· Scientific Method (on PageOut)

· Dominick, Ch. 19 
· Postman (on PageOut)

· Free-Topic Essay assignment expectations

	Readings
· Scientific Method (on PageOut)

· Dominick, Ch. 19 
· Postman (on PageOut)

Free-Topic Essay ASSIGNED



	Thursday, November 19th
	Lecture
· Signorelli & Morgan (on PageOut)

· Sparks (on PageOut)


	Readings
· Signorelli & Morgan (on PageOut)

· Sparks (on PageOut)



	Tuesday, November 24th


	Thanksgiving Holiday observed – No Class

	Thursday, November 26th

	

	Tuesday, December 1st

	Lecture
· Vorderer & Bryant (on PageOut)

· Zillmann & Bryant (on PageOut)
· Media Effects Paper assignment expectations
	Media Effects Paper ASSIGNED
Readings

· Vorderer & Bryant (on PageOut)

· Zillmann & Bryant (on PageOut)

	Thursday, December 3rd
	Lecture

· Exam 5 Review
Course wrap-up

· Course evaluations
	Exam 5 Review
· Covers Dominick, Ch. 18, 19; Postman; Signorelli & Morgan; Sparks; Vorderer & Bryant; Zillmann & Bryant

	Tuesday, December 8th 
	FINAL EXAM
8:00 am – 10:30 am, 201 Goolsby

Media Journal DUE
Free-Topic Essay DUE

Media Effects Paper DUE
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