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 COM 110-01 & COM110-02
 INTRODUCTION TO PUBLIC SPEAKING
 Fall 2009 

 COMMUNICATION STUDIES
 DEPARTMENT OF HUMANITIES
 YOUNG HARRIS COLLEGE

 YOUNG HARRIS, GA 30582

INSTRUCTOR: 
Nicholas David Bowman 




102C Goolsby Hall



ndbowman@yhc.edu



x5215
OFFICE HOURS:  
MTWTh 11:00 am to noon, or by appointment MTWTh 11:00am to 5:00pm
COURSE HOURS:



110-01





110-02


MW 8:00am to 9:15am, 208 Goolsby

MW 9:30am to 10:45am, 208 Goolsby

REQUIRED PURCHASES: 
· Lucas, S. E. (2009). The art of public speaking (10th ed.). New York: McGraw-Hill. 
· One (1) Sony DVD-RW mini disk, 1.4 MB 

RECOMMENDED PURCHASES:

· Earnest, W. (2007). Save our slides. Dubuque, Iowa: Kendall/Hunt
· Laptop or portable computer

COURSE WEB SITE: http://nbowman.pageout.net*

*you must register to use the course Web page through PageOut; the password is: GoGreen!
COURSE CATALOG DESCRIPTION: Introduction to public speaking  is a fundamental course designed to establish a basic knowledge of public address, including research, organization, speech building, language use, delivery, audience analysis, supporting materials, and argument development. 

COURSE OBJECTIVES:
The professed mission of Young Harris College is to “Educate, Empower, and Inspire.” Thus, the nature of this course is to foster in each student the principles of public speaking and address necessary for success during and after college. The course specifically targets each of the three components of the YHC mission statement in the following fashion: 

This course is designed to Educate students on how to craft powerful, meaningful, and cogent messages for a variety of different uses and diverse audiences. 
This course is designed to Empower students to overcome their fears of public speaking and self-presentation so that they can present themselves in a competent and composed manner. 

This course is designed to Inspire students to realize the power of their words, and encourage them to share those words in an effective and receivable manner. 

By the end of the semester, successful students will have acquired the organization, delivery, enthusiasm and critical thinking skills necessary for effective public communication. Upon completion of this course, students should be able to: 
· Identify and improve upon their weaknesses as communicators as assessed by self, peer, and faculty evaluations of prepared speeches.
· Recognize vocabulary associated with basic communication and public speaking concepts as assessed by periodic quizzes, praxis activities and application of those concepts in prepared speeches.
· Develop clear and concise arguments in relation to a given issue, while avoiding reductionism and redundancy. 
· Conduct quality literary research to identify, comprehend, and obtain useful and accurate information as assessed by faculty evaluation of written and spoken work in prepared speeches. 

· Understand and consider the ethical responsibilities of speakers as well as listeners as assessed by faculty evaluations of prepared speeches and debates.

· Identify the sources of communication apprehension, and develop strategies to cope with feelings of anxiety associated with public address.  
SPECIFIC COURSE REQUIREMENTS:
1. You will complete four quizzes to demonstrate your comprehension of new language and principles presented in text resources and lectures/discussions. Study guides will be distributed before each quiz. The fourth quiz will be taken during the final exam period. The three quizzes taken during the semester will be worth 40 points each, and the final exam quiz will be worth 80 points; combined, these quizzes are worth 200 points total.
2. Speeches---You will be asked to deliver five speeches during the semester. Detailed instructions and support for each speech assignment is available on the PageOut system. 
Peer Introductory Speech (2-3 minutes maximum) --- Topic: “Three elements that have shaped your peer the most.” The goal of this speech is to introduce to the class one of your peers. The focus of this speech is on basic content clarity, establishing personal credibility, demonstrating a conversational style of delivery, and meeting time constraints. This speech is worth 50 points, inclusive. 
Personal Narrative Speech (3-5 minutes maximum) --- Topic: “My family history”. The purpose of this speech is to explain some facet of your family history. This speech might include a story about a famous relative, some insight on what brought your family to settle in its current location, a narrative about how your parents met, etc.  The focus is on articulating and applying personal experience for audience understanding and appreciation. This speech is worth 50 points, inclusive. 

Informative Speech of Process (5-7 minutes maximum) --- Topic: Chosen from/inspired by what you do and know. The goal of this presentation is to educate your peers on a particular act or process (i.e., playing the guitar, installing drywall into studs, etc.). The focus is on organization, clarity, supporting material citations, description, and meeting time constraints. This speech is worth 75 points, inclusive. 
Debate (20 minutes maximum per debate) --- Topic: Assigned. With a debate partner, you will challenge an opposing team to a vigorous debate over a topic of public interest. Note: You will be allowed to choose your topic of interest from the list below, but you will be randomly assigned to debate the pro/con side of the topic. This speech is worth 75 points, inclusive. Topics include*: 
· “Blue Laws”, such as banning the sale of liquor and beer in certain towns and counties
· The banning of smoking in restaurants and other public venues
· The Bowl Championship Series in NCAA Division I Football

· Allowing children under recommended ages to play video games (games rated “M” or higher)*

*this can be expanded to include other media, such as television, movies, etc. 

· Young Harris College’s expansion to a four-year degree-granting institution

· Allowing U.S. corporations to outsourcing/offshore different elements of their operations

· Wal-Mart’s expansion into “Smalltown USA” 

· A nationwide speed limit of 55 mph on all U.S. highways and interstates

· The legal sale and possession of handguns and other firearms

*If you do not feel comfortable with any of the posted topics OR have a topic of your own in mind, see Prof. Bowman for approval. 

Media Content Analysis (8-10 minutes maximum) --- Topic: Deconstruct an advertisement (television commercial, newspaper/magazine advertisement, etc.) for a product or service advertised in the mainstream U.S. media. In this speech, you will be asked to:

1. Identify the product or service being marketed

2. Identify the medium by which the product or service is being marketed (TV, internet, etc.) 

3. Identify the primary (intended) audience for this advertisement

4. Identify potential (unintended) secondary audience for this advertisement

5. Identify the primary persuasion technique being used in this advertisement
6. Identify the ‘intended message’ of the advertisement

7. Identify potential ‘unintended messages’ contained in this advertisement

8. Prescribe a recommended course of action for those consuming this advertisement; in other words, how should members of the target audience read and respond to the message? 
Remember, the purpose of this assignment is to evaluate the advertisement, and not the product or service itself; don’t get distracted! This speech is worth 150 points, inclusive. 
3. Self-evaluation/Reflection (4) --- The Personal Narrative, Informative Speech of Process, Media Content Analysis, and Final Speech will each include a tripartite evaluation that will include:
1. Self-perception of speech delivery
2. Audience feedback

3. Video replay of speech. 

Each self-evaluation/reflection is due the class period following your speech. These are worth 25 points each (100 points total). 

4.    Peer Critique (4) --- For the Personal Narrative, Informative Speech of Process, Media Content Analysis, and Final Speech, you will be asked to do a Peer Critique to offer support, suggestions, and celebration of one of your classmates chosen at random.  
Each peer critique is due the class period following the speech delivery. These are worth 25 points each (100 points total). 

5.    Praxis --- With an assigned cohort of three or four other students, you will schedule a learning session at three (3) points during the course of the semester to experiment with and develop delivery concepts discussed in class. Each praxis session is worth 33.3 points (99.9 points total, rounded to 100 points even). 
6. 
Instructor Evaluation --- Success in the academy requires not only that you attend class on a regular basis, but that you participate early and often when you are in attendance. I will periodically assess each student’s participation in this course throughout the semester; this includes attendance and tardiness, participation in course discussions, unique contributions to the classroom, and overall eagerness and dedication to learn course material. At the end of the semester, I will assign an overall grade to each student based on these criteria. Students are encouraged to check in early and often with their professor to discuss this evaluation. More precise criteria will be presented at a later time. This grade will be based on a 100-point scale. 
Extra Credit Assignment Opportunities include:
Live Speaker Event --- You will likely attend a speaking event during the course of the class, thus giving you the opportunity to critique a speaker in the ‘real world’ on principles learned in our class. For this assignment, you will be asked to prepare a three to five (3-5) page paper, inclusive, containing your critique of the speaker and the speech. This assignment can be worth up to 25 extra credit points. 
Course Performance Analysis --- You will develop a three to five (3- 5) page paper, inclusive, in which you discuss and analyze your progress through the semester as a public speaker. This paper should include discussions of each of the five speeches given, some understanding of your strengths and weaknesses, a reflection of your personal growth as a communication (including your understanding of the principles of public speaking as well as their application), and a discussion of future areas of improvement. Incorporating all critique material from the course as well as video recording impressions is central to shaping your analysis. This assignment can be worth up to 25 extra credit points. 
Research Participation --- At times during the semester, there may be opportunities for you to participate in research sponsored by Young Harris College or other colleges or universities in which your instructor(s) have an affiliation. These opportunities may include participation in laboratory research, on-line and/or paper-and-pencil surveys, and other activities. The nature and assessed extra credit point value of each research study will be discussed in class, when and if these opportunities become available. Participation in research can be worth up to 50 extra credit points. 

GRADING:
	Assignment
	Total Points Possible
	Total Points Earned

	Quiz 1
	40
	

	Quiz 2
	40
	

	Quiz 3
	40
	

	Final Exam Quiz
	80
	

	Peer Introductory Speech
	50
	

	Personal Narrative Speech
	50
	

	Informative Speech of Process
	75
	

	Debate
	75
	

	Media Content Analysis
	150
	

	Self-evaluation/Reflection 1
	25
	

	Self-evaluation/Reflection 2
	25
	

	Self-evaluation/Reflection 3
	25
	

	Self-evaluation/Reflection 4
	25
	

	Peer Critique 1
	25
	

	Peer Critique 2
	25
	

	Peer Critique 3
	25
	

	Peer Critique 4
	25
	

	Praxis 1
	33.3
	

	Praxis 2
	33.3
	

	Praxis 3
	33.3
	

	Instructor Evaluation
	100
	

	Grand Total
	1000
	


At any time you can and should determine your current letter grade by calculating the percentage of points you have earned from the possible points available for each graded assignment. Also, do not throw away any graded assignments that I hand back to you; keep these just in case we need to re-evaluate something. 
GRADING SCALE:
	Point Range
	Letter Grade

	920 -1000
	A

	800-919
	B

	700-799
	C

	600-699
	D

	0-599
	F


Note: It is my policy not to ‘round up’ grades in situations where a student is within ‘x’ number of points to the next-highest grade. All point totals are considered final as of December 10, 2009. However, students are welcome to inquire about point totals for any given project up to seven (7) days after a grade is received; the Instructor Evaluation grade can be challenged at any time during office hours. 

COURSE POLICIES:
Participation/Professionalism
1 Turn off any electronic devices before you come to class. Please? 
2 In order for this course to be a successful learning experience for you, active and committed participation is critical; attendance is mandatory. If you are going to be absent from a class session, please notify me via e-mail (ndbowman@yhc.edu) at least one hour before the scheduled start of class. There are no excused absences or tardys in my courses, and excessive absences and/or tardiness will result in a negative Instructor Evaluation.* 
*Absences are evaluated on a case-by-case basis during office hours. The tardy penalty is waived for instances in which the professor is also tardy to class. 
3 It is your responsibility to locate and complete assignments prior to the next class period (or due date) in order to receive full credit for the assignment. No make-up speeches or exams are allowed.* 
*Extenuating circumstances will be considered.
Scholarship and Collegiality
1 Academic honesty is the cornerstone of a higher education. All work in this class is subject to the Honor Code that each of you signed.  Plagiarism is the act of using someone else’s ideas, words or organization – intentionally or unintentionally – without giving them due credit.  Any student identified plagiarizing material will be prosecuted under Young Harris College’s Honor Code.  To avoid any appearance of ethical misconduct, intentional or otherwise, use citations in all work.  In your speeches, you must orally cite sources and clearly distinguish your ideas and works from others’.

2 A high level of scholarship is expected in both written work and spoken presentations.  Specifically, you are expected to actively strive to develop sound syntax, grammar and enunciation.  All assignments are to be typed and double-spaced in compliance with APA guidelines unless otherwise stated, and assignments are expected to be written with a level of comprehension and sophistication commensurate to your educational level.
3 By its very nature, this course makes students particularly vulnerable, as you will be frequently asked to ‘stand and deliver’ on any number of topics and issues.  Thus, to alleviate anxiety we must work collectively to make the classroom a friendly, safe, and non-threatening environment.  Students are expected to be attentive and responsive to each other, but also open to (what might be at times harsh) criticism. We will all demand excellence, but not perfection, from one another. Each of you is here to develop speaking abilities and critical thought; we will work on this together.
Tentative Course Calendar (updated as of 08.04.09)
	Date
	Topic
	Readings/Assignments

	Monday, August 17th  

	Course Introduction
· Syllabus

· Course textbook

· PageOut registration
Lecture

· Lucas, Oratory (on PageOut) Communication Apprehension notes (on PageOut)
	Readings
· Course Syllabus 
· Lucas, Oratory (on PageOut)
· Communication Apprehension notes (on PageOut)

	Wednesday, August 19th
	Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 1, 14, 17
· Lucas, pp. 63-72
· Peer Introductory speech expectations

	Assignments
· Peer Introductory speech partners assigned/selected

· Form praxis groups

Readings
· Lucas, Ch. 1, 14, 17
· Lucas, pp. 63-72

	Monday, August 24th


	Peer Introductory speeches

· Speech delivery
· Evaluation and reflection 
	Peer Introductory speech DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick
· 2 to 3 minutes maximum speech limit

	Wednesday, August 26th
	Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 3, 8-10 

· Expectations of Personal Narrative speech


	Assignments

· Personal Narrative speech

Readings
· Lucas, Ch. 3, 8-10

	Monday, August 31st

	Personal Narrative speeches
· Speech delivery
	Personal Narrative speech DUE
· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 3 to 5 minutes maximum speech limit

	Wednesday, September 2nd
	Personal Narrative speeches

· Speech delivery
Lecture

· Review for Quiz 1 (time permitting)
	Personal Narrative speech DUE
· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 3 to 5 minutes maximum speech limit
Quiz 1 Study Guide 
· Covers Lucas, Ch. 1, 3, pp. 63-72, 8-10, 14, 17; Lucas, Oratory; Communication Apprehension

	Monday, September 7th

	Labor Day Holiday observed – No Class

	Wednesday, September 9th

	Quiz 1
· Covers Lucas, Ch. 1, 3, pp. 63-72, 8-10, 14, 17; Lucas, Oratory; Communication Apprehension
Class Assessment Activity
	Quiz 1, in class
· Covers Lucas, Ch. 1, 3, pp. 63-72, 8-10, 14, 17; Lucas, Oratory; Communication Apprehension
Class Assessment Activity

	Monday, September 14th

	Lecture
· Lucas, Ch. 5-7
	Reading
· Lucas, Ch. 5-7

	Wednesday, September 16th
	Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 5-7 (cont’d)

· YHC resources appendix (on PageOut)
	Reading

· Lucas, Ch. 5-7 (cont’d)

· YHC resources appendix (on PageOut)

	Monday, September 21st

	Lecture

· Informative Speech of Process expectations

· Lucas, Ch. 4

	Assignments

· Topic for Informative Speech of Process
Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 4

	Wednesday, September 23rd
	Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 11-13

· Lucas, PowerPoint Appendix

· Earnest
	Topic for Informative Speech of Process DUE
Reading

· Lucas, Ch. 11-13
· Lucas, PowerPoint Appendix
· Earnest

	Monday, September 28th

	Informative Speech of Process

· Speech Delivery
	Informative Speech of Process DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick
· 5 to 7 minutes maximum speech limit

	Wednesday, September 30th
	Informative Speech of Process

· Speech Delivery
	Informative Speech of Process DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick
· 5 to 7 minutes maximum speech limit

	Monday, October 5th

	Informative Speech of Process

· Speech Delivery (if needed)
Lecture

· Review for Quiz 2 (time permitting)
	Informative Speech of Process DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick
· 5 to 7 minutes maximum speech limit 
QUIZ 2 Study Guide

· Covers Lucas 4, 11-13; Lucas, PowerPoint Appendix; Earnest

	Wednesday, October 7th

	QUIZ 2

· Covers Lucas 4, 11-13; Lucas, PowerPoint Appendix; Earnest
Class Assessment Activity
	QUIZ 2

· Covers Lucas 4, 11-13; Lucas, PowerPoint Appendix; Earnest
Class Assessment Activity

	Monday, October 12th

	Lecture

· Lucas, Ch. 15, 16

· Debate speech expectations
	Assignments

· Topic for Debate speech

Reading

· Lucas, Ch. 15, 16

	Wednesday, October 14th
	Lecture

· Debate (on PageOut)
· Lucas, Ch. 2
	Topic for Debate speech DUE

Reading

· Debate (on PageOut)

· Lucas, Ch. 2

	Monday, October 19th

	Debates


	Debates DUE

	Wednesday, October 21st
	Debates


	Debates DUE

	Monday, October 26th

	Debates

Lecture

· Review for Quiz 3 (time permitting)
	Debates DUE 

QUIZ 3 Study Guide

· Covers Lucas, Ch. 2, 15, 16; Debate

	Wednesday, October 28th
	QUIZ 3

· Covers Lucas, Ch. 2, 15, 16; Debate
Class Assessment Activity
	QUIZ 3

· Covers Lucas, Ch. 2, 15, 16; Debate
Class Assessment Activity

	Monday, November 2nd

	Lecture

· Media literacy (on PageOut)
	Reading 

· Media literacy (on PageOut)

	Wednesday, November 4th
	Lecture

· Media literacy (on PageOut) (cont’d)
	Reading 

· Media literacy (on PageOut)

	Monday, November 9th

	Media Content Analysis speeches

· Speech Delivery
	Media Content Analysis speech DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 8 to 10 minutes maximum speech limit

	Wednesday, November 11th
	Media Content Analysis speeches 
· Speech Delivery
	Media Content Analysis speech DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 8 to 10 minutes maximum speech limit

	Monday, November 16th

	Media Content Analysis speeches

· Speech Delivery 
	Media Content Analysis speech DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 8 to 10 minutes maximum speech limit

	Wednesday, November 18th
	Media Content Analysis speeches

· Speech Delivery (if needed)
	Media Content Analysis speech DUE

· Provide copy of speech outline to Nick

· 8 to 10 minutes maximum speech limit

	Monday, November 23rd

	Thanksgiving Holiday observed – No Class

	Wednesday, November 25th

	

	Monday, November 30th

	Lecture

· Contemporary issues in Public Address (on PageOut)
	Reading

· Contemporary issues in Public Address (on PageOut)

	Wednesday, December 2nd
	Lecture

· Review for FINAL EXAM (time permitting)

Course wrap-up

· Course evaluations
	FINAL EXAM Study Guide

Comprehensive!

	Thursday, December 10th 
	FINAL EXAM – Section 01 students ONLY
8:00 am – 10:30 am, 208 Goolsby

FINAL Exam – Section 02 students ONLY

6:00 pm – 8:30 pm, 208 Goolsby
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